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Developed in 1998, the Florence Downtown 
Plan has been a catalyst for positive change 
in this diverse coastal Oregon community.  
An active Committee of citizens involved 
throughout the course of the project has 
become a critical local voice for moving the 
plan forward.

The Downtown Plan restores the connection 
severed by Highway 101 in the late 1930s 
between the historic Oldtown district on the 
Siuslaw River and the rest of the town.  Re-
aligned cross-streets, improved pedestrian 
crossings, and reconnections in the local 
street network help to “reknit” the city fab-
ric together.  

Mixed-use design guidelines for Highway 
101 through downtown will help transform 
this portion into a pedestrian-friendly Main 
Street, with a new central public green be-
side the highway. The historic character 
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of Oldtown is preserved, while access 
from Highway 101 will be upgraded, and 
building facades restored along the his-
toric Main Street.  New development pro-
posals for Main Street mixed-use build-
ings were initiated shortly after project 
completion.  The project team further 
assisted the city and a private developer 
on a new mixed-use storefront design in 
the Main Street area.  
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