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Bella Beach
Lincoln County, Oregon

Bella Beach is a new oceanfront community 
located in Lincoln County on Oregon’s Pacific 
Coast. The project team provided comprehensive 
design services, from the houses and 54 
building lots on the property to the master plan 
that provides convenient pedestrian access to 
the ocean, as well as a park, a corner store, and 
carefully designed streetscapes.

The community plan features a central public 
green, the location of a future retail building, 
and a Mews lined with cottages and duplexes. 
The Mews is a welcoming gateway that 
provides pedestrian access for all residents 
and the public to enjoy the natural amenities 
of the ocean and the beach. The project’s 
most compelling features, and the reason 
it continues to outsell everything else in the 
Central Coast, are threefold:

First, following the example of Seaside, Florida, 
the ultra-successful, New Urbanist resort 
community designed by Duany Plater-Zyberk, 
the design allows the natural amenity – the 
beach and ocean view – to flow back into the 
streets and homes that are not directly adjacent 
to the water. This strategy was accomplished in 
Bella Beach as in Seaside by terminating the 
main thoroughfares at the edge of the beach, 

visually and physically connecting even those 
homes at the site’s rear with a framed view of 
the ocean at the end of the street. Thus, in Bella 
Beach’s long, narrow site with minimal ocean 
frontage – property conventionally considered 
less desirable - virtually all of the homes derive 
a higher average value.

Second, the traditionally-designed development 
proves that, when given a choice, people 
respond most positively to traditional design and 
materials rather than Modernist mansionettes. 
Bella Beach included porches and porticos 
on virtually all residences, placed garages 
behind the homes, and used cedar lap 
and shingle siding as well as other natural 
materials that weather beautifully in the coastal 
environment.

Finally, Bella Beach borrows from a timeless 
tradition of ‘place-making’ by incorporating 
beautiful tree-lined streets and greens. 
These types of public amenities, unlike most 
clubhouses, ‘landscape and water features’ and 
parking lots, increase in value over time without 
expensive maintenance, and help protect the 
surrounding environment.
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